






saint herculanus is the titular saint of the third chapel 
������: it is decorated with stuccoes and frescoes: the 
main structure was built in 1587, to honour the saint 
and to keep his mortal remains after the demolition 
of the crypt. the plastic and painted decoration 
was completed only at the beginning of the XVii 
century. above the altar, a painting represents saint 
herculanus and saint Francis of assisi (XVii century). 
the ceiling is decorated with golden stucco friezes 
and frescoes depicting scenes from the life of the 
saint. in 1825 the relics were transferred into the new 
parish church, where they still are kept in an urn in 
the second chapel on the right.
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Below the presbytery, the hall crypt is the result of 
a restoration project carried out between 1959 
and 1962. The crypt front is characterized by three 
passageways made of concrete; the access is 

the crypt 
we can see now corresponds exactly to the ancient 
structure, with the lower section of pilasters still leaning 
on the perimeter wall. during reconstruction, vaults, 
pillars and capitals were made in concrete or were 
assembled using materials found when the crypt 
was re-opened. apart from the above-mentioned 
pilasters, other original elements in the crypt are: the 
traces of frescoes dating back to the XiV and XVi 
centuries, a fragment of the holy altar and the lower 
part of a r omanesque splayed monofore, oriented to 

the light of c hrist lighting the world.
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